
STAGE 4Unit focus: The River Nile
Text focus: Persuasive Text

Travel Brochure
SAMPLE THE DELIGHTS OF THE NILE!

Visit the land that spawned over a hundred pharaohs and gave the world really cool gold 
death	masks!	With	fl	ights	from	most	major	airports,	the	waters	of	the	Nile	River	could	soon	
be	fl	owing	through	your	fi	ngers*!	If	you’ve	ever	wanted	to	slow	down	and	take	life	at	a	
leisurely	pace,	our	Nile	Cruises	are	the	perfect	way	to	take	in	the	scenery.	

From	Hatshepsut	to	hippos,	the	Nile	has	nourished	life	for	thousands	of	years.	As	far	back	as	
2700	BCE,	the	Old	Kingdom	Egypti	ans	were	worshipping	the	life-giving	waters.	

When	the	rich	waters	overfl	owed	the	banks	each	year,	they	knew	to	worship	Hapi.	Hapi	
brought	them	life,	and	now	you	can	reignite	the	fl	ame	in	your	own	life	with	a	trip	to	the	
wonderful	waters	that	gave	birth	to	the	longest-lasti	ng	ancient	civilisati	on.	If	it	was	good	
enough	for	Cleopatra**,	who	are	you	to	argue?

Are	you	a	thrill-seeker?	Looking	to	put	your	life	in	the	hands	of	Osiris,	the	god	of	death	
and	the	Underworld?	Egypt	abounds	with	dangerous	delights.	Every	step	through	the	
undergrowth	is	an	invitati	on	to	venomous	snakes,	and	Nile	monitors	to	see	what	you	taste	
like.	Dare	to	splash	in	the	waters	of	the	Nile,	and	you	are	dicing	with	death.	Want	to	get	
your	heart	racing	and	your	blood	pumping?	Try	ge�		ng	between	a	mother	hippo	and	her	
babies!	Where	else	will	you	get	the	chance	to	swim	with	Nile	crocodiles	and	live	to	tell	the	
tale?***

Now	that	you	know	what	pleasure	awaits,	what	are	you	waiti	ng	for?	Hop	on	a	plane	and	
treat	yourself	to	a	slow,	relaxing	holiday	fi	lled	with	history	and	wildlife	(some	of	it	isn’t	
deadly).	Come	visit	the	Nile	today,	and	feel	your	problems	wash	away.

*	Warning,	Nile	River	water	may	contain	traces	of	bacteria,	viruses	and	angry	crocodiles.	

**	Warning,	Cleopatra	died	at	the	fangs	of	a	snake.	Snakes	are	sti	ll	here.	Stay	away	from	
snakes.	

***	Warning,	you	won’t	live	to	tell	the	tale.
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VOCABULARY FOCUS
1.	Which word in the first paragraph means “created” or “gave birth to”?

2.	Find and copy a word from the second paragraph that means “sustained” or “helped to keep 

alive”.

3.	Which word has a meaning closest to “is filled with”?

4.	What kind of behaviour would you expect from a “thrill-seeker”?

5.	How does the final sentence of the text link to the subject of it?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
E What is the purpose of the footnotes (*) in the text?

E How do the footnotes alter the tone of the text in this instance?

R Which god did the Ancient Egyptians believe controlled the Nile?

R Who was killed by a snake?

E How has the author tried to appeal to lots of different types of person?


